
EXPERTISE FOR  
A LIVEABLE STATE



We monitor air quality at more than 150 

sites across North Rhine-Westphalia.

Expertise for People 
and Nature in NRW

Clean air, unspoilt countryside, healthy soils, safe 
water and a pleasant climate – these are what peo-
ple want for their region. At the same time, North 
Rhine-Westphalia is a hub of industry, with facto-
ries, heavy traffic, shipping routes and intensive 
farming. Against this backdrop, around 1,200 staff 
at the North Rhine-Westphalia Office of Nature, En-
vironment and Climate (LANUK) keep track of air 
and water quality, the health of ecosystems and the 
impacts of climate change. We check whether legal 
standards are being met, identify ways to improve 
conditions for nature and people, and look for op-
portunities to slow down climate change.

As the state’s specialist authority, we gather, ana-
lyse and interpret essential data. We share our fin-
dings and recommendations with local authorities 
and policymakers, and our experts provide advice 
on complex challenges. All of our data is published 
online for everyone to access.



We also carry out wolf monitoring: tracking their 

numbers, origins and impacts on livestock.

Nature

North Rhine-Westphalia is home to over 43,000 
species of animals, plants and fungi, and about 
70 valuable natural habitats. Safeguarding and 
enhancing this biodiversity is at the heart of na-
ture conservation in the state. We coordinate the 
collection and assessment of data on the natural 
environment and track how it changes over time. 
Where species or habitats need protection, we de-
sign programmes and measures to help them. We 
also submit regular reports to the EU on the status 
of sites of European importance.

Through regional and landscape planning, we set 
out which measures best support conservation 
goals.

Since April 2025, the administration of the  
Eifel National Park has been part of LANUK. This  
national park – the state’s only one so far – is a 
place where nature is left to develop freely. It’s 
a valuable site for research and an increasingly  
popular destination for visitors keen to experience 
wild landscapes.



Our laboratory ship, the Max Prüss, can identify 

pollutants in waterways and trace them back to 

their source.

Environment

We work to protect soil, water and air. Using a wide 
network of monitoring stations and laboratory 
analysis, we track air and water quality and re-
commend improvements. We keep a close eye on 
rivers and streams, monitoring both water quality 
and water levels, and issue alerts when flooding 
threatens.

In emergencies such as fires or pollution incidents,  
LANUK’s 24/7 on-call centre is ready to act. If 
needed, our teams support local authorities with 
modern monitoring technology and specialised 
analysis. We also review safety plans for industrial 
facilities to reduce risks.

We record the volume and types of waste gene-
rated in the state, measure recycling rates, and  
advise on issues such as landfills and waste treat-
ment plants.



Our solar roof register, for example, lets households calculate the 

potential of solar energy on their own homes.

Climate

LANUK’s Climate Centre documents climate  
change in North Rhine-Westphalia and models  
future scenarios depending on the measures  
taken. This evidence provides a sound basis for 
political decisions on climate adaptation.

We also assess the potential of renewable ener-
gy and encourage residents, businesses, councils 
and institutions to make the most of it through 
easy-to-use online services.

Sustainability Management

We strive to minimise our own environmental 
footprint. That’s why we have put in place a corpo-
rate sustainability management system. All three 
of our main sites are certified under the European 
EMAS scheme.

In practice, this means we’ve shifted much of our 
vehicle fleet to electric, cut down on paper use 
and heating energy, manage our grounds in line 
with nature conservation principles, and reduce 
business travel through video conferencing – to 
name just a few measures.



Careers at LANUK

LANUK employs about 1,200 people across North 
Rhine-Westphalia, from lab technicians, technical as-
sistants and engineers to scientists, foresters, lawyers 
and administrative staff. Since 2017, we’ve held the 
“audit berufundfamilie” certificate, recognising our 
strong commitment to work-life balance.

We train apprentices in eight professions, offer a dual 
degree in administrative informatics, and provide 
placements for national-scheme volunteers in areas 
such as hydrology, lab work, environmental education 
and species protection. A voluntary ecological year is 
also available in the Eifel National Park.

Each year, around 40 young people start their training 
with us – including as chemical laboratory technici-
ans.

We’re always looking for moti-
vated new colleagues. If you’re 
interested in meaningful work 
in environmental protection, 
check our vacancies.

» Details

We train around 40 young people every 

year, including chemical laboratory 

assistants.

https://www.lanuk.nrw.de/das-lanuk/karriere-im-lanuk


Contact

Postal address
North Rhine-Westphalia Office of Nature, 
Environment and Climate 
40208 Düsseldorf

We work across 15 locations in NRW.

Head office 
Leibnizstraße 10, 45659 Recklinghausen

Telephone
Head office 02361 305-0
Hotline 02361 305-1214
Press office 02361 305-1337

Email
poststelle@lanuk.nrw.de

Full contact details are available on our website.

Environmental Damage Hotline

Reporting environmental damage: 
Telephone 0201 714488

LANUK’s on-call centre is the central reporting 
point for environmental and consumer protection 
issues in North Rhine-Westphalia. Outside normal 
working hours – evenings, nights and weekends 
– the responsible authorities can also be reached 
through this service.

 » Details

https://www.lanuk.nrw.de
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